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President’s Message        by Laura Hickle, hicklelh@gmail.com 

February 2020 

 
We appreciate our members. In response to our Founder’s Cam-
paign appeals we had 106 contributors in the 2019 year resulting 
in $104,818.92 for the upcoming building projects. This included 
a $10,000 donation from the Kern Community Foundation for 
our Container Canopy. In addition, due to positive attendance at 
the museum, energy savings, wonderful volunteers and careful 
staffing, we were able to cover Operations costs and thereby put 
the proceeds of the Annual Dinner Auction and Celebrating the 
1960’s Dinner/Dance towards the building projects. The Contain-
er Canopy structure, for additional storage and undercover work 
space, has been ordered and should be installed in early April.   We need a few 

volunteers to help on 
the installation  week-
end. Please call the 
museum at (760) 677-
2866 if interested in 
being notified so you 
can be involved.   

An architect from 
Bakersfield, Bruce 
Keith, has been en-
gaged to plan and  
oversee the Phase 2a 

addition to the museum.  This 4,000 sf addition will be connected to the existing 
museum and bridge the space between the existing museum and the future Phase 
2b Hanger style building. We will proceed as quickly as possible, understanding 
that there are many hoops to jump through in the planning and permitting pro-
cess.  

We are in desperate need of more greeter and docent volunteers, especially on 
Saturdays between 10 AM and 4 PM.  Even a few hours once per month will 
help us keep the museum doors open on this important day of the week. Our 
most positive comments on Facebook are often the friendliness of the first person 
at the door. That person could be you!! 

Hope you can attend our 20th Annual Dinner Auction on May 9th (please note 
this change). This will be an important event and donations are being accepted at 
this time. Hope to see you soon! 

 

 

130 E. Las Flores Ave 
Ridgecrest, CA  93555 

www.chinalakemuseum.org 
(760) 677-2866 

26 years strong 

You can find us at: 

Facebook - 
@ChinaLakeMuseum       

Instagram - 
@chinalakemuseum 

Website –
chinalakemuseum.org  
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An Important piece of China Lake History 

Now available for sale at the China Lake Museum 

The Machine Shop on base suffered major 

earthquake damage and is scheduled to be 

rebuilt. A copy of the “History and Evolu-

tion of the Electromechanical Manufactur-

ing Enterprise” is now exclusively available 

in the Museum Gift Shop ($31.95 plus tax).  

We encourage you to pick up a copy for your 

library.  “The history of  ‘the shop’ is an  

excellent summary of the formation of the  

Michelson Laboratory shop as well as other 

machining and fabrication capabilities at 

other locations at NOTS.  It also attests to 

the leadership that put the lessons learned 

from WWII into the operational require-

ments for NOTS, primarily those of Dr. 

Lauritsen and Rear Admiral W. H. P.  

Blandy.  This shop history explains in de-

tail the evolution of the shop to the present day through its 75 years of operation.  It provides an 

overview of how dedicated leadership in the management of the China Lake machine and fabrica-

tion capability has risen to many challenges over those 75 years and today is as capable and valua-

ble an asset as ever.” ~ Burrell Hays, Technical Director, Retired, Naval Weapons Center 

 

Educational Lecture Series 

The China Lake Museum Foundation, in 

cooperation with the China Lake Chapter of 

American Institute of Aeronautics and As-

tronautics, sponsored the lecture “Soaring 

to 76,000 Feet.” Jim Payne, chief test pilot 

of the Airbus Perlan II project, described 

the technical details of the record setting 

flight accomplished in September 2018. The 

flight originated in El Calafate in the Pata-

gonian Andes and rode a stratospheric 

mountain wave to the record altitude.  

Jim’s wife Jackie, was in charge of the lo-

gistics which included shipping the Perlan II sailplane and all of the ancillary equipment 

from Minden Nevada to the southern tip of Argentina, a journey of over 10,000 miles. Sev-

enty-seven people attended the lecture, and many remained afterwards to talk to Jim and 

Jackie.  
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ELECTRONIC ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Enclosed is my        Check         Visa         MasterCard        Other  __________   

Card Number:       _______ 

Expiration Date:      CVC:   _______ 

Signature:       _______ 

 

For checks intended for the Phase 2 Building Project, please note on 

your check “Phase 2” 

China Lake Museum Foundation 

Preserving the Legacy of Naval Armament and 
Technology 

China Lake Museum Foundation 

130 E. Las Flores Ave. 

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

Your gift is tax deductible to the fullest  

extent of the law for a 501(C)(3)                

organization.   

I want to help support the Museum! 

Online donation:  www.chinalakemusem.org 

Or call (760) 677-2866 to make your credit card 
donation 

Please accept my payment of: 

Name:       

Address:     

City:        

State:     Zip:    

Phone:       

Email:       

$10 $200 $500 

$1,000 $5,000 
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130 E. LAS FLORES AVE., RIDEGECREST, CA 93555 

NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

RIDGECREST, CA 

PERMIT NO. 48 


