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SPARROW AIM-7F COMES TO CHINA LAKE

By Burrell Hays, Director

In the late 1960s the Air War in Viet Nam
was in full swing and U. S. air-to-air missiles
were not performing to expectations. The Navy
formed a blue-ribbon review board, later to be-
come known as the Ault Committee, named for
its leader Capt. Frank Ault, to determine the
causes and to recommend corrective action.

In the case of the Sparrow, the popular
belief was that the AIM-7E’s poor performance
was caused by the fact that it had been designed
primarily for bomber targets and was not opti-
mized for high-g maneuvering targets encoun-
tered in the war. An upgrade, designated the -
7E2, was to correct this problem, but it was not
proving to be any more successful. The Navy
was also designing a new all-solid-state Sparrow,
the AIM-7F, which was expected to correct all
deficiencies and significantly increase opera-
tional reliability. Unfortunately, the -7F program
had failed developmental testing and early op-
merational test and the program was being
stretched out by the Navy to accommodate re-
design by the contractor.

The Ault Committee determined that a

large contributor to the -7E performance was un-
acceptable hardware quality and production
product assurance. The Ault Committee was of
the opinion that the best course of action would
be to cancel the Sparrow program and develop a
new missile. However, some senior people in
NAVAIR believed that if the same production
requirements
and  controls
were placed on
the  Sparrow
AIM-7F as were
concurrently in
production on
the Sidewinder
AIM-9L, the air-
to-air  opera-
tional requirements could be obtained for less
money and time than would be required to start-
up a new missile program.

CNO accepted the NAVAIR concept and
in early 1971 NAVAIR requested the Naval
Weapons Center to provide a program, a plan,
and commitment to support the AIM-7F in the
same way in which NWC was providing produc-
tion support to the AIM-9L. That new program
would include development of an alternate
source for -7F production.

The NWC Laboratory Director, Dr. Walter
B. La Berge, had a stated goal for NWC to be ac-
tively involved in all of the Navy's air-to-air
weapon programs. He saw the new program as
an excellent avenue for NWC to become in-

volved in Sparrow and radar-guided systems.
(continued on page 8)
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President’s Report — April 2003

By Paul Homer, President

This month marks the 10" anniversary of the
formation of the China Lake Museum Founda-
tion, and much has been accomplished in sup-
port of the U. S. Naval Museum of Armament
and Technology. Among the recent highlights
are that the Foundation has received a grant
from the Kern Board of Trade to display a sign
on a large billboard on the southbound-side of
the Route 395, not far north of the intersection
with California Route 14. We expect this adver-
tising will benefit the Museum by increasing the
number of visitors and general support.

The recent Membership Dinner and Auction
resulted in a 30% increase in funds raised as
compared to last year, and likewise the number
of life and regular members has increased by a
similar amount in only one year. Thanks to eve-
ryone for your continued support.

May 9, 2003 marks the annual China Lake
Museum Foundation Members Meeting. This

Leroy Doig Ill, NAVAIR-WD Museum Curator

meeting reports on the status and plans of the
Foundation, with reports from each of the func-
tional areas of operations, fund raising, member-
ship, public relations, and facilities. This year,
the meeting will be held in the Museum at 1:00
PM on Friday, May 9, 2003. All CLMF members
are invited to attend.

Board members contribute to the “piggy bank" which was
auctioned off at the 3rd Annual CLMF Dinner/Auction
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WUZWINDER

By Shirley Pladson

What a wonderful tribute the Wuzwinder
Party on October 31, 2002, was to the original
Wuzwinder parties. The Sidewinder family was
back together again.

We had close to 300 young and old enjoying
each other’s company. The young were there out
of curiosity from all the stories they heard of the
“good old days.” The retirees were there to remi-
nisce and talk about enjoying retirement and, of
course, how great their grandchildren are. Who
would believe it was 20 years ago?

We also talked about our days in Sidewinder
when we worked together and played together -
- the things we thought up to do to have that to-
getherness and relaxation from the dedication
and the many extra hours we gave to Side-
winder, which we were all proud to give. You
know work and play are an artificial pair of op-
_~Dbosites because the best kind of play contains an
slement of work, and the most productive kind
of work must include something of the spirit of
play. The Sidewinder family definitely had both.

It is amazing how many of the Wuzwinder
gang are Ridgecrest residents. What was extra
special was that 98 percent of the living Side-
winder Program Managers at China Lake were
in attendance. It was great to have retired Cap-
tain Jesse Stewart, Sidewinder Program Manager
from NAVAIR PMA 259, join us plus the many
other out-of-towners who were there:

Tom Amlie, in his red buck shoes.

Virginia Cozzens, still vivacious as ever.

Harold Cook, and his new bride.

Cork Otis, who I don’t think ever missed a
Wuzwinder party.

Ralph Schwarzbach and his wife Jena from
Washington state, happy and enjoying life.

Don and Kitty Lockwood from Morro Bay.
Kitty still looks like a teenager.
~~ John Crossley, now from the other sunshine
state, Florida.

Allen and Nancy Gates, who are moving

from Minnesota to Nevada as Allen is teaching at
the University in Reno.

Tom Hampton, who is retired, and his lovely
wife Laura from San Diego.

CeCe Cramer, our secretary during AIM-9G,
H and early L days. She and her husband Mark
are transcontinental truckers.

The old Ford Aerospace group represented
by Murray and Lil Corwin and Paul Siconolfi.

And the Raytheon Lowell Co., represented by
very special people Dick and Carol King and
Norma Slater.

John and Eileen Jacobsen, originally from Pt.
Mugu, now retired and living in the Gold Coun-
try and spending a lot of quality time in their RV.

Crill and Theresa Maples from Sparks, Ne-
vada.

{continued on page 9)

Shirley Pladson with Wuzwinder logo.
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2002-2003 MAJOR DONORS
AND MEMBERSHIPS AS OF
APRIL 8, 2003

“MAJOR DONORS™

Platinum Donor (85,000
and above)

ATK Tactical Systems Co., LLC,
Rocket Center WV

Atlantic Research Corp., Gainesville VA

DRS Technologies. Parsippany NJ

Jacobs Sverdrup Naval Systems Group,
Ridgecrest CA

Raytheon Company, Ridgecrest CA

Gold Donor (33,000 - $4,999)

Silver Donor (31,000 - $2,999)
Stephen & Suzanne Chapman, Boston MA

“BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS”

Business Members

AltaOne Federal Credit Union, Ridgecrest CA

Hays Engineers and Scientists, Inc.,
Ridgecrest CA

Jacobs Sverdrup Naval Systems Group,
Ridgecrest CA

Raytheon Company, Ridgecrest CA

Business Sponsor Members

Mickey's Pub & Grille, Ridgecrest CA

QUOIN, Ridgecrest CA

SAIC, Ridgecrest CA

Systems Application & Technologies, Inc.,
Ridgecrest CA

Business Contributor Members
Daniel T. Kus, D. D. S., Ridgecrest CA
DCS Corporation, Ridgecrest CA

Jim Charlon Ford, Ridgecrest CA

SEARS - Terry Bellino, Ridgecrest CA
TOSS, Ridgecrest CA

Windows, Walls N Floors, Ridgecrest CA

“GENERAL MEMBERSHIPS™

Lifetime Members

VADM Frederick L. & Ercy Ashworth,
Santa Fe NM

Howard & Barbara Auld, Ridgecrest CA

Eric & Kathy Bengtson, Ridgecrest CA

Curt & Gretchen Bryan, Ridgecrest CA

Charlotte Bullard, Ridgecrest CA

Milton & Jane Burford, Ridgecrest CA

Georgia Cabe, Ridgecrest CA
Bob & Alice Campbell, Invokern CA
Heather Campbell, San Francisco CA
Jim & Eleanor Campbell, Kernville CA
Stephen & Suzanne Chapman, Boston MA
C/L Women's Golf Club, China Lake. CA
James E. & Joy H. Colvard, King George VA
Jack Crawford, Ridgecrest CA
Luke & Julic Crews, Ridgecrest CA
William E. & Grethel M. Davis,
Ridgecrest CA
VADM Vincent de Poix, USN Ret,
Albany OR
C. John & Delores Di Pol, Ridgecrest CA
Ralph Disch, Boston MA
Alston Dotson, Ridgecrest CA
Ron & Nancy Doucette, Clovis CA
Wayne & Pat Doucelte, Ridgecrest CA
Fred & Barbara Etoch, Ridgecrest CA
Brian & Rhonda Faust, College Station TX
Frank A. Federico, Ridgecrest CA
Dave & Holly Forseth, Schaumburg IL
Donald Friedman, Santa Barbara CA
Ike & Edna Fujiwara, Ridgecrest CA
Jack & Joy Godett, Ridgecrest CA
Burrell & Lesta Hays, Ridgecrest CA
Don & Lela Herigstad, Ridgecrest CA
Hugh C. Higley, Menominee Ml
Paul B. & Pat Homer, Ridgecrest CA
Tex & Marti Hoppus, Ridgecrest CA
Dick & Eleanor Johnsen, Ridgecrest CA
Allen W. & Bonnie J. Jones, Ridgecrest CA
Mike Kleine, Pacifica CA
Denny & Mary Jane Kline, Ridgecrest CA
Franklin H. Knemeyer, Ridgecrest CA
Lee & Arlee Lakin, Ridgecrest CA
Robert & Nina Lane, Ridgecrest CA
D. N. Livingston, Ridgecrest CA
Gordon & Beverly Lowham,
Grand Junction CO
Jack & Dana Lyons, Ridgecrest CA
Janet K. Manning, Bakersfield CA
La V McLean, San Diego CA
Gerald & Hazel Miller, Fredericksburg VA
Ray & Minnie Miller, Ridgecrest CA
Richard W. & Virginia Murphy, Sparks NV
Charles M. & Hazel Nilsen, Ridgecrest CA
F. Kirk & Annaliese Odencrantz, Reno NV
Mark Pahuta & Romona Bernard,
Ridgecrest CA
Shirley Pladson, Ridgecrest CA
Felice Plain-Mueller, Ridgecrest CA
William B. & Marilyn Porter, Ridgecrest CA
Louis & Geraldine Pracchia, Ridgecrest CA
Leroy & Marilyn Riggs, San Diego CA
Bob & Sheila Rockwell, Ridgecrest CA
JefT & Cheryl Roquemore, Ridgecrest CA
Jack & Electa Russell, Coeur D' Alene 1D
Frank & Jewel St. George, Ridgecrest CA
Steve & Nancy Sanders, Gardnerville NV
Gerald & Loretta Schiefer, Pine Valley UT
CAPT Jim & Betty Seaman, Ridgecrest CA
Leonard & Nancy Seeley, Grass Valley CA

James & Betty Simmons, Bakersfield CA

Dr. Lloyd & Bea Smith. Ridgecrest CA

Stanley T. Smith, Ridgecrest CA

Rep. William Thomas, Bakersfield CA

Larry & Diane Thompson. Ridgecrest CA

Ed & Cyndi Townsend, Ridgecrest CA

Col John T. & Alice D. Tyler, USMC. Ret.,
Mesa AZ

WACOM Thrift Shop, Ridgecrest CA

John & Roberta Ward, Ridgecrest CA

Edward & Eleanor Winnemore,
Ridgecrest CA

Larry & Sharon Zabel, Mc Allister MT

Contributor Members
Ed & Cam Alden, Ridgecrest CA
American Association of University Women,
Ridgecrest CA
Paul & Jean Amundson, Ridgecrest CA
Phil & Nancy Amnold, Ridgecrest CA
Elizabeth Babcock, Ridgecrest CA
RDMIL Michael & Iris Bachmann,
Patuxent River MD
Stan & Kelly Barber, Ridgecrest CA
Richard & Bernice Boyd, Ridgecrest CA
Ed & Jane Brooks, Ridgecrest CA
Catherine F. Chenault, Oceanside CA
Jay & Peggy Chun, Ridgecrest CA
CAPT Atlee F. Clapp, USN Ret,
Red Bluff CA
Joe & Beverly Clavet, Ridgecrest CA
Craig Cozzens, Ridgecrest CA
Jason & Verity Cushing, Ridgecrest CA
Ronald F. & Carolyn Dettling, Ridgecrest CA
Dick & Sophie Dodge, Ridgecrest CA
Steve & Dell Etheredge, Ridgecrest CA
Ann Faith, Ridgecrest CA
Cal & Linda Fallgatter, Ridgecrest CA
Brian & Rhonda Faust, College Station TX
Andrew & Janet Filo, Cupertino CA
Tom & Barbara Frisbee, Ridgecrest CA
Norma Fritchman, San Diego CA
Carlton & Virginia Hamel, Ridgecrest CA
Leonard & Barbara Haugen, Ridgecrest CA
Tim & Karen Higgins, Ridgecrest CA
John M. Holden, Oroville CA
Ed & Carol Jeter, Ridgecrest CA
Roy & Joan Johanboeke, Ridgecrest CA
Jack & Jean Johantgen, Mammoth Lakes CA
ADM Bert & Beverly Johnston,
Patuxent River MD
Warren K. & Phyllis Legler, Lawrence KS
Herbert T. & Eleanor Lotee, Ridgecrest CA
William R. and Mary Lee McBride,
Ridgecrest CA
Jack & Linda Murray, Ridgecrest CA
Chuck & Charlene Newmyer, Ridgecrest CA
John W. & Pauline Patterson, Solvang CA
Gordon R. & Beverly Reymore, Inyokern CA
Thomas L. Reynolds, Bainbridge Island WA
John & Doreen Robbins, Ridgecrest CA
Sandy & Fran Rogers, Ridgecrest CA
Edwin B. Royee, Inyokern CA
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Contributor Members (continued)

#““Nick Schneider. Ridgecrest CA

Dr. Robert D. Smith, Ridgecrest CA

Seldon A. & Frances M. Staniloff,
Hackensack NJ

Robert 1. & Doris Stirton, Ridgecrest CA

CAPT Mark & Allyson Swaney, Pt Mugu CA

Raymond 1. Tapani, Ridgecrest CA

Bob & Marge Vargus. Ridgecrest CA

James E. Vasbinder, San Jose CA

Bemnie & June Wasserman, Ridgecrest CA

Willard P. & Nancy Webster, Ridgecrest CA

Robert & Betty Wilson, Pagosa Springs CO

Sponsor Members
Keith Armstrong & Sue Hucek Armstrong,
Riverbank CA
Ken & Leilani Banks, Ridgecrest CA
George R. Barr, Arlington MA
Will & Ann Blackburn, Ridgecrest CA
Hank & Jan Blazek, Ridgecrest CA
Leroy & Carol Corlett, Ridgecrest CA
Garibaldi & Mary Famisaran, Ridgecrest CA
Don & Marilyn Featherston, Ridgecrest CA
Cornelia & Jan Flora, Ames IA
Robert 1. Gilliland, Burbank CA
Sterling & LaVonne Haaland, Swan Lake MT
William C. & Sara Jane Leone,
Palos Verdes Estates CA
William B. Haff. Nine Mile Falls WA

#CAPT Doug Henry, Thayne WY

+im & Lenore Lemon, Ridgecrest CA

Tom & Ulla Lipp, Independence CA

F.P. “Chic” Maclise, Fallbrook CA

LeRoy D. & Norma Marquardt, Inyokern CA
Joe & Phyllis McDonough, Ridgecrest CA
Hiroshi & Elizabeth Oishi, Redmond WA
Harold D. Owens, Ridgecrest CA

Don & Barbara Padgett, Ridgecrest CA
Leon A. & Margaret Peachie, Inyokern CA
Craig & Carol Porter, Ridgecrest CA
Edward W. Price, Atlanta GA

Lois Reed, Ridgecrest CA

Bertha M. Ryan, Ridgecrest CA

Alex & Sondra Shlanta, Ridgecrest CA
Thomas W. & Betty J. Sheehan, Houston TX
Claudia F. Sound, Ridgecrest CA

H. Joe & Ruth M. Stewart, Lebanon OR
David C, & Helena Stoessel, Ridgecrest CA
Barbara Tunget, Ridgecrest CA

Enlisted Military Members

AQCS Dave Cain, Ridgecrest CA

HM1 Archie R. Clary, Rigecrest CA
Marchell Cunningham, Ridgecrest CA
Al DeMeerleer, Ridgecrest CA

PRC Louis “Bart™ & Christie Dobbs,

Ridgecrest CA

AMEI(AW) Jonathan A. English,
China Lake CA

'R1 Gabbard Gregory, Ridgecrest CA
PRI Thomas Henderson, Ridgecrest CA

AOAN Robert M. Hoback, Ridgecrest CA
PR2 Justin Hodge, Ridgecrest CA

AZAA Anthony J. Juarez, China Lake CA
Len Lesniak, Ridgecrest CA
PR2 Seth & Katrina Karnes, Ridgecrest CA
AO3(AW) Michelle A. Keenan,

China Lake CA
AOAN Douglas A. Kesterson, Ridgecrest CA
CPL Dominic A. Martinez, Ridgecrest CA
BU2 Kent D. Matthews, Ridgecrest CA
AOAN Ryan McDonald, Ridgecrest CA
AOC Michael McMillian, Ridgecrest CA
AO3 David J. Miller, Ridgecrest CA
MAZ3 Ricky A. Mullen, China Lake CA
AOAN Michelle M. Newby, Ridgecrest CA
HM2 Randall N. & Vanessa Oakes.

Ridgecrest CA
Michael Osilla, Ridgecrest CA
ADI(AW) Lyle P. Schlacks, China Lake CA
AE1(AW) Christopher Schultz,

Ridgecrest CA
PR1 Matt & Yoko Tubolino, Ridgecrest CA
AO2 Chris W. Tucker, Ridgecrest CA
Philip Vargyas, Ridgecrest CA
AZ1(AW)Scott Wakefield, Ridgecrest CA

Regular Members

Fred & Anne Alpers, Ridgecrest CA
Chantal Andrews, Ridgecrest CA
Kathleen Armstrong, Ridgecrest CA
Ron & Beverly Atkins, Ridgecrest CA
Gary & Natalie Bailey, Bishop CA
Lynn & Wilma Barker, Yucaipa CA
Herb & Carol Barry, Ridgecrest CA
Russ & Nita Bates, Ridgecrest CA
Les & Zindi Lou Bazemore, Bakersfield CA
Angela J. Beach, Lake City FL
Stephen D. Benson, Ridgecrest CA
Mickie & Billie Benton, Ridgecrest CA
William J. & Ruth K. Berger, Inyokern CA
Bob & Pat Berry, Bishop CA
Bud & Cecile Biery, Ridgecrest CA
Elizabeth B. Bjorklund, Ridgecrest CA
Ray & Ellie Blackwell, Ridgecrest CA
Bill & Annie Blanc, Ridgecrest CA
Henry & Jean Blecha, Ridgecrest CA
Ken & Pris Bonin, Ridgecrest CA
Steve & Mary Boster, Ridgecrest CA
Al & Darlene Boyack, Ridgecrest CA
Virginia Boyd, Ridgecrest CA
BG Julius & Zelime Braun, USA Ret.,

San Antonio TX
Bill & Debby Brickey, Ridgecrest CA
Lloyd Brubaker, Ridgecrest CA
Riley & Yoko Burgess, Ridgecrest CA
Carl E. & Celia R. Burkey Jr, Leggett CA
Robert D. & Ellen Burkhalter, Ridgecrest CA
Vernon & Eloise Burklund, Ridgecrest CA
Robert & Patricia Byrne, Bakersfield CA
Evelyn Callaway & Vincent Helm,

Sun City AZ
Debbie Campbell, Sevena Park MD
Roy D. Carter, Ridgecrest CA
Frank & Miriam Cartwright, Ridgecrest CA
Don & Agnes L. Casler, El Cajon CA
Harry & Virginia Charles, Ir.,

Cocoa Beach FL

Joan Chartier, Ridgecrest CA

Woodie & Betsy Chartier, Bakersfield CA

Al & Janet Christman, San Marcos CA

Marybelle F. Clark, Ridgecrest CA

Mary Ann Clodt, Inyokern CA

Don & Thelma Cooper, Ridgecrest CA

Alma M. Cowan, Silver City NM

Douglas & Dorothy Cowan, Ridgecrest CA

Dale W. Cox, El Segundo CA

Virginia Cozzens, Hemet CA

Melville & Karen Creusere, Danville CA

COL William R. & Dotsy Cronin,
Ridgecrest CA

Cecil & Lillian Daley, Ridgecrest CA

Joseph A. Di Pasquale, Ridgecrest CA

Jim & Rosemary Dixon, Ridgecrest CA

Muriel Dodge, Poulsbo WA

Betty K. Doig, Ridgecrest CA

Earl J. & Mary Donaldson, Decorah I1A

Catherine M. Donoghue, Cypress CA

Tom & Cathie Doyel, Ridgecrest CA

Jack & Nancy Dragovich, Ridgecrest CA

William E. & Linda C. Duncan,
Ridgecrest CA

Grace L. Ellings, Palos Verdes Estates CA

Emory L. Ellis, Santa Maria CA

Fred & Ruth Emsberger, Gainesville FL

Paul & Sherry Escallier, Ridgecrest CA

Melvin & Anne Etheridge, Simsbury CT

Carroll L. Evans Jr., Ridgecrest CA

Louise W, Feist, Ridgecrest CA

Mel & Barbara Foremaster, Fallon NV

John & Charlotte Freeman, Ridgecrest CA

Dale & Cheryl Gates, Ridgecrest CA

Gene Gibson, Inyokern CA

Steven & Sharon L. Goad, Ridgecrest CA

John “Skip” & Denise Gorman,
Ridgecrest CA

Dan & Sally Goss, Silver City NM

Jim & Vonnie Goss, Roswell NM

Robert A. Gould, Ridgecrest CA

Gordon & Dorothy Green, Ridgecrest CA

Floyd & Kay Hall, Ridgecrest CA

Carlton & Virginia Hamel, Ridgecrest CA

CDR John E. Hammack, USN Ret.,
Ridgecrest CA

Chuck & Eleanor Hansen, Sunnyvale CA

Sam & Cheryl Haun, Ridgecrest CA

Cecil & Julie Hawkins, Visalia CA

La Rue B. Haycock, Twentynine Palms CA

Dave & Diane Heffner, Lake Isabella CA

Hugh Helmick, Ridgecrest CA

Dennis & Starr Henden, Ridgecrest CA

David Herigstad, Ridgecrest CA

Donald & Lela Herigstad, Ridgecrest CA

Alfred & Christine Hernandez, Ridgecrest CA

John P. & Erin Hessler, Anaconda MT

Gerhard H. & Barbara Hillebrand,
Ridgecrest CA

Andrew & Anna Hinz, Oceanside CA

CAPT Alex & Joette Hnarakis, Ridgecrest CA

Jony & Linda Homer, Ridgecrest CA

Karl R. Homer, San Diego CA

John O. Hooper, Ridgecrest CA

Elvy R. Hopkins, Ridgecrest CA
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Regular Members (continued)

Anne Hoppus, San Diego
Mark & Skye Hoppus, San Diego, CA
Ruth Hoppus, Corona CA
Sue Hoppus. Ridgecrest CA
Clint & April Housh, Ridgecrest, CA
Virginia K. Howard, Talent OR
Richard & Martha Isenberg,
Salt Lake City UT
Dusty & Mary Jacobs, Invokern CA
Nellavan A. Jeglum, Ridgecrest CA
David C. Johannsen, Torrance CA
John M., & Virginia K. Johnson, Jr,
Ridgecrest CA
Allen W. & Bonnie Jones, Ridgecrest CA
Alma C. Jones, Olancha CA
Elvah Jones, Pensacola FL
Mitch & Geri Kanowski, Debary FL.
Ronald A. Keck, Ridgecrest CA
Michael & Jean Marie King, Woodland WA
Reuben & Doris Klammer,
Palos Verdes Estates CA
Nick & Patricia Kleinschmidt, Ridgecrest CA
Jim & Ruth Knepshield, Ridgecrest CA
William & Doris Lalor, Ridgecrest CA
Albert H. Lepie, Ridgecrest CA
Bill & Dot Leuallen, Ridgecrest CA
Al varo & Laurie Lopez, Ridgecrest CA
Rodney & Carole Lubben, Ft. Collins Co
Juanita Madden, Los Osos CA
Donna Malone, Ridgecrest CA
Harold W. Manning, Ridgecrest CA
Crill & Theresa Maples, Sparks NV
Frak & Joyce Markarian, Ridgecrest CA
Elizabeth Marquez, Ocheyedan IA
Wallace & Margaret Martin, Ridgecrest CA
Joseph & Litha Mattis, Ridgecrest CA
Charles & Nancy May, Ridgecrest CA
Bill McBride & Jean Butler, Ridgecrest CA
Anna K. McDuff, Ridgecrest CA
Robert & Carol McKenzie, Ridgecrest CA
James J. & Felice McLane, Ridgecrest CA
Don & Pat McLean, LaCanada CA
Robert & Berniece Meade, Ridgecrest CA

Arlo & Sandy Mickelsen, Ridgecrest CA
Ed & Terri Middlemiss, Inyokern CA
Carter & Betty Miller, Concord CA
Jenny K. Miller, Ridgecrest CA
Linda Miller, Ridgecrest CA
John J. and Gloria Morrow, Ridgecrest CA
Marc & Sue Moulton. Ridgecrest CA
Dave & Naomi Mulhern, Yuma AZ
Jack A. & Ann Myers, Half Moon Bay CA
Tosh & Sig Nakashima, Ridgecrest CA
Andrew P. Neilson, Lakewood CA
John A. & Marilyn Newbauer, Brooklyn NY
Dave & Marie Newman, Prescott AZ
Robert B. & Sarah S. Olson, Forestville CA
Barry & Babs O'Neal, Ridgecrest CA
Mabel Ellis Ower, Lake Isabella CA
Lenora J. Palmer, Ridgecrest CA
Bruno & Jean Pannuto, Ridgecrest CA
Harold H. Patton, San Rafael CA
Charles & Candace Pierce, Inyokern CA
Lincoln & Virginia Pittinger, Goleta CA
Harold & Florence Platzek, Ridgecrest CA
Monsignor Francis J. Pointek, Tehachapi CA
George Pomeroy & Catherine Bell-Pomeroy,
Ridgecrest CA
Paul & Jana Pompier, San Diego CA
Bill & Edythe Pool, Clovis CA
Bill & Sue Prasolowicz, Ridgecrest CA
George & Linda Pruitt, Ridgecrest CA
Mark A. Ramirez, Oxnard CA
Clifton & Francis Ransom, Ridgecrest CA
Ephraim & Lillian Regelson, Orinda CA
Joan Reinhart, Mountain View CA
Jacki Renne, Ridgecrest CA
Ridgecrest Area CVB, Ridgecrest CA
Bob & Marie Riggs. Ridgecrest CA
Milton H. Ritchie, Sacramento CA
P.G. & Merle Rivette, Lake Charles LA
Cyrus W. & Dorothy Roton, Ridgecrest CA
Richard W. & Jo Ann Rusciolelli,
Apple Valley CA
John & Dorothy Saitz, Ridgecrest CA
Carl & Willa Schaniel, Ridgecrest CA
Stephen & Dawn Schaniel, Los Gatos CA
Christine Schneberger, Inyokern CA
Mary G. Seaman, Ridgecrest CA

John B. & Elizabeth R. Seybold,
Ridgecrest CA
Robert & Carrol Sewell, Ridgecrest CA
Richard & Linda Shaffer. Ridgecrest CA
Bo & Laureen Shaw, Ridgecrest CA
Irwin & Dorothy Jean Shull, Ridgecrest CA
Frank & Shirley Sima, Ridgecrest CA
Edward & Colleen Simmons, Ridgecrest CA
Shel Simonovich, Ridgecrest CA
P. ). & Lynda Smith. Ridgecrest CA
Le Roy & Julie Stayton, Ridgecrest CA
Ernie & Jo Stevens, Ridgecrest CA
Cordia L. Tankersley, Trona CA
Lovic P. Thomas, Crestview FL
Thurl P. & LaNelle Thompson, Tehachapi CA
Glenn & Cathie Tierney, Carson City NV
Dick & Donna Tolkmitt, Ridgecrest CA
Robert Trail, Yellville AR
Bill & Barbara Underwood, Ridgecrest CA
Russell & Vivian Van Devender,
Ridgecrest CA
John P. & Shari Van Guilder, Ridgecrest, CA
RDML David & Bunny Venlet,
Ridgecrest CA
Stanley W. & Irene Vejtasa, Escondido CA
John & Barbara Ward, San Marcos CA
F. H. Weals, Ridgecrest CA
Williams K. and Johannah M. Webster,
Ridgecrest CA
James E. & Mary Weimholt, Ridgecrest CA
Raymond & Louise Wetzel, Spokane WA
Gerald C. & Elsie Whitnack. Encinitas CA
Brad & Lisa Wiitala, Ridgecrest CA
Evelyn 1. Wilcox, San Diego CA
Robert B. & Patricia Wilson, Brandywine MD
Don & Kitty Winter, Ridgecrest CA
Robert A. & Char Wirkus, Sedona AZ
Donald H. & Mary Witcher, Ridgecrest CA
Norman & Leah Woodall, Ridgecrest CA
Dick & Vivian Wright, Ridgecrest CA
Ina J. Wright, Ridgecrest CA
William R. & Nancy Wright, Portland CA
Don & Louise Yockey, Ridgecrest CA
Fred & Peggy Zarlingo, Ridgecrest CA
Wayne & Ingrid Zellmer, Ridgecrest CA
Thomas & Peggy Zulkoski, Ridgecrest CA

Annual Membership Meeting
Friday May 9, 2003, 1:00 pm

at

U.S. Naval Museum of Armament and Technology

If you are interested in attending this meeting and need
a pass to get on base please contact the museum staff
no later than Wednesday May 7, 2003 and they will make
the appropriate arrangements.
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_3rd Annual CLMF Dinner/Auction a Great Success

iy Tex Hoppus, Director

Friday night, March 28, was a resounding
success —and a lot of fun - for those attending
the annual fundraising dinner and auction for
the Foundation, held at the Kerr McGee Center.
The Foundation is responsible for operating and
expanding the U.S. Naval Museum of Armament
and Technology.

With a live and a silent auction and a variety of
raffles, the Foundation took in over $12,000
toward operating the Museum.

Among items donated for auction were a week-
end stay at a bed & breakfast inn, donated by
Lenore Lemon, two weekend stays at a condo in
Mammoth donated by Bob and Alice Campbell,
an historical set of books authored by Teddy
Roosevelt and donated by John DiPol, various
historical maps and documents of note related to
““hina Lake, works of art from various local
artists, and a guitar signed by all members of the
rock band blink 182, donated by Ridgecrest
native and band member Mark Hoppus.

Paul Homer, president of the Foundation, pre-

sided over the event. Chuck Newmyer led the
live auction, and Tex Hoppus presented the
vision of the Foundation and made an appeal to
citizens and businesses of the valley to join in the
success of the Museum.

“This night is great for having fun and raising
funds for the Navy museum,” said Hoppus, “but
the future of our newest museum really depends
on the deep and continued financial commit-
ment of our citizens and our businesses. We
want our children to know and to understand
what was accomplished here, for the preserva-
tion of freedom.”

The event was attended by over 150 people,
including Navy leaders Rear Admiral Dave
Venlet and his wife Bunny, Captain Randy
Jackson and his wife Sonja, Marine Colonel Bill
Cronin and his wife Dotsy, and Betty Seaman,
wife of Captain Jim Seaman. Current and former
civilian members of the technical workforce at
China Lake, as well as local businesses such as
Jacobs Sverdrup and Carriage Inn, were also well
represented.

Mark Hoppus, of blink 182,
autographing the guitar that he
generously donated to this
year’s auction.
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SPARROW AIM’7F COMES TO CHINA LAKE (continued from page 1)

He requested the Engineering Department to or-
ganize a program and submit a proposed plan to
NAVAIR.

Allen Beggs was designated China Lake’s
AIM-7F program manager and the plan, which
had been coordinated with the NAVAIR Sparrow
Program Manager, had the following five key re-
quirements:

1) The contractor had delivered a -7F docu-
mentation package and the government
had accepted that package. The planners
considered it necessary to validate the cor-
rectness of the package by comparison of
the documentation to a delivered -7F
guidance-and-control unit. This compari-
son would be accomplished by a complete
disassembly of the G&C to the lowest pos-
sible level. A detailed inspection and test
of the hardware and electrical functions
for conformance to the documentation
would also be performed.

2) The contractor was to be funded to de-
velop classroom-training material and
train the NWC engineers in every detail of
the -7F system and subsystem design and
test facilities design and operation.

3) The contractor was to be funded to estab-

lish a full production test capability at
China Lake.
Within the following year, NAVAIR was
to award the contractor a limited produc-
tion contract. This contract would contain
all the production product assurance re-
quirements with complete oversight dur-
ing production by NWC as practiced on
the Sidewinder production.

5) By competitive process four or five poten-
tial second-source contractors were to be
selected and each provided with a -7F
documentation package, a -7F G&C and
funding to study both and become knowl-
edgeable to bid on a -7F production con-
tract. The end result would be down-

4)

selecting to a single second-source con-
tractor based on that bid process.

NAVAIR accepted the plan and tasked NWC
in June 1971 to support the AIM-7F second-
source production plan.

Along with in-house effort, NWC tasked
NAFI and NAC to provide teardown and inspec-
tion of a -7F G&C for comparison to the docu-
mentation package. NAVAIR contracted with the
-7F contractor to provide classroom training to
the Navy’'s engineering team. Several weeklong
classes were provided at China Lake. Through a
competitive process, NAVAIR selected and
funded five contractors to become capable of
competing for a second-source contract.

The -7F contractor installed a full-production
test capability at China Lake and a team led by
Henry Blecha validated correctness of that capa-
bility and assumed responsibility for its opera-
tion.

And NAVAIR placed full product assurance
requirements in the contractor’s limited produc-
tion contract and assigned technical-direction-
agent responsibility to China Lake.

The documentation validation effort revealed
that not one of the to the Navy represented the
delivered hardware that had been torn down and
inspected. A China Lake team led by Jim Barry
worked closely with the contractor to correct the
documentation. As a result every drawing and
specification had to be changed by the formal
ECP (Engineering Change Proposal) to make the
package accurately conform to the design the
contractor stated was the baseline.

In addition, more than 100 additional subsys-
tem specifications had to be added to allow
proper production test and control. The applica-
tion of the product assurance requirements to the
new production contract forced the contractor to
essentially refurbish his entire facility and retrain
the production employees before he could

achieve compliance.
(continued on page 9)
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,__.SPARROWAIM-7F COMES TO CHINA LAKE {continued from page 8)

The AIM-7F G&Cs produced with the correct
documentation baseline, configuration control,
and product assurance requirements enjoyed an
increase in reliability (MTBF - Mean Time Be-
tween Failure) of over 3000 percent and first time
final production yield raised to over 93 percent.
At the same time, because of the second-source
competition along with the increased yields,
fixed-price G&C costs dropped by 45 percent.

From start to finish of the program many in-
fluences tried to derail the program or parts of
the plan’s activities. Many times the NAVAIR
Program Manager, Capt. Bill Brandel, put his ca-
reer on the line to allow the program to continue
and to be spectacularly successful. The country
and the free world owe Capt. Brandel a large
debt of gratitude and respect.

WUZ WI N D E R (continued from page 3)

Charlotte Bullard, who lives in Tennessee,
restoring an old house but still spends time in
Ridgecrest.

Mike and Janie Hall from Colorado - Our

-~ General,” who now teaches at the Air Force
wcademy.

Roland Hipper, from Uberlingen, Germany,
who was a BGT representative here at China
Lake during the -9L co-production. We missed
having his lovely wife Gaby here.

Dieter Neumann from Koblen, Germany, a 30
year Sidewinder man, currently the European
Sidewinder program manager.

Sterling and Von Haaland who spend their
summers in Montana and their winters in Ne-
vada.

Additional comments by Peggy Johnson:

Half the fun of the Wuzwinder Party for me
was the pre-planning! Several of us had pictures,
mementos, and Sidewinder/Wuzwinder para-
phernalia from years gone by and thought it
would be fun to make displays for the party. It
was great looking through the old pictures and
trying to recognize and remember the faces of so
long ago. We would start, “Remember when ...”

~nd “That party was so much fun!” It brought
vack super memories for those of us preparing
the poster boards. I think they were a big hit at

the party. EVERYONE could look at the pictures
and bring up special remembrances of the fun
we had - in spite of how hard we worked!

There were pictures from parties, retirement
gatherings, picnics, softball games, tricycle races,
and every other crazy kind of thing that Side-
winder/Wuzwinder folks have done over the
years. There were several “buttons” of different
versions of the Sidewinder missile, coasters,
pens, cups, etc. that helped define the Side-
winder mystique and were displayed to remind
people of the part each of them had played in its
special history.

The pictures also reminded us of how many
of our old friends were gone: Maggie Pladson,
Glen Hollar, Dillard Bullard, Kathy Doucette,
and many, many more. I think everyone who
attended the party was reminded of some of our
"Winders who are no longer with us, but who
were remembered with humorous stories and
great fondness thanks to the pictures that were
on display.

It was a great evening. A Big Thank You to
Tommy Mather of Tommy T's who was our host
and very accommodating. We are also happy to
announce that we are donating our leftover
money to the China Lake Museum Foundation
in the amount of $1009.08
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Sidewinder 50th
Videos/Photographs

The China Lake Museum Foundation
recently received master video tapes of various events
during the Sidewinder 50th Anniversary Celebration
in November 2002.
These include the Shooter’s Forum,
the Technical Legacy Forum,
the Ridgecrest City Reception
and the Salute to Sidewinder dinner.
If there is sufficient interest, we will have these reproduced
as VHS video tapes and will make them available
for sale through the foundation’'s museum store.

We have also gathered a few hundred still photos
from the event from a number of sources
and are considering assembling a selection of these
into a CD for sale through the museum store.

If you are interested in either or both of these
opportunities please let the museum staff know at:

760-939-3530

by e-mail at
clmf @ ridgenet.net

or by postal mail at
CLMF
P.O. Box 217
Ridgecrest, CA 93556-0217

and we will pass your interest on to the foundation board
for a decision about reproduction.
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Museum Happenings

,.by Barry Lowry, Museum Manager

Here it is mid April and the year is nearly a
third over already! It has probably gone by so
fast because the museum staff remains quite
busy for a number of reasons.

Already this year, the museum has been the
backdrop for quite a bit of television video. We
have hosted an NBC News crew doing a seg-
ment in support of Dateline NBC. We acted as
background for an interview with the Toma-
hawk Program Manager for CBS News from the
San Diego CBS affiliate. And, we toured Rod
Bernson of Sky Fox fame and a Fox 11-news crew
through the museum in support of a story they
were shooting here at China Lake.

A story about the museum recently appeared
on the web-based Navy News Stand (http:/
www.news.navy.mil/search/display.asp?
story_id=5910) and more recently we were men-
tioned in another story about Navy museums
(http//www.news.navy.mil/search/display.asp?
tory id=6927).

When the museum staff hasn’t been busy en-
tertaining reporters and videographers, we have
had myriad administrative projects to keep us
busy. After approval by the board in the FY03
work plan, we enrolled the foundation in a num-
ber of professional museum organizations for the
museum networking and current awareness op-
portunities that this brings. These include the
American Association of Museums, the Califor-
nia Association of Museums and the Museum
Store Association.

Pat Brokke in the museum store has been
working diligently to reorganize the store stock
numbering system. The original system was
growing cumbersome as the inventory grows
and becomes more diverse. The old system also
was not capable of supporting future plans for
conducting museum store e-commerce on the
Internet.

.~ The museum staff also recently executed a
_roject to identify and purchase a portable dis-
play funded by a grant from the City of Ridge-
crest. This will allow us to be more responsive to

community outreach opportunities now that we
don’t have to rely on borrowed equipment.

One of the larger administrative projects in-
process is the creation of a Policy and Procedure
Manual to document all of our operating activi-
ties. The need to become more organized and
repeatable in our business processes is becoming
more apparent as the foundation grows, activity
increases and more money flows through our
books. The foundation formed a Finance Com-
mittee in the fall of 2002, which subsequently un-
dertook the task of documenting all of our busi-
ness processes with the eventual hope of pro-
ducing an audited financial statement for the
foundation. This is necessary to satisfy major
funders as we seek support for our capital pro-
jects.

Also as a part of the policy and procedures
project, the museum staff working in conso-
nance with the foundation secretary, has under-
taken a project to formalize our filing and file ar-
chiving system. As the foundation is celebrating
its 10™ anniversary since incorporation this year,
it has become necessary to organize and preserve
10 years of our corporate history.

Other recently completed administrative pro-
jects include applications to participate in both
the 2003 United Way Campaign and the 2003
Combined Federal Campaign. So, for those of
you who like to support your favorite organiza-
tion through payroll deductions look for our
name during the fall campaign signups!

One other recent project was to create a vol-
unteer time-keeping system, again to satisfy fun-
der requirements. Many grant-makers want you
to show a community commitment to your or-
ganization through volunteer hours donated.
Others look at volunteer time as a matching do-
nation to the money they are giving you. Even
United Way requires a quarterly report of volun-
teer hours expended.

Well, I seem to be out of space for now. Until
next time.....
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